Illustration Essay Writing Checklist
Use this checklist to guide your entire illustration essay process—from preparation through final

submission. Check off each item as you complete it.
4 Pre-Writing Preparation Checklist

Before beginning your illustration essay, complete the following preparation steps to ensure a

smooth and organized writing process.
L1 I have read the assignment prompt carefully and understand the purpose of an illustration
essay (to explain and support a point using examples).
01 I understand the required word count, formatting guidelines, citation style, and deadline.
01 I clarified any unclear instructions with my instructor before starting.
L1 I selected a topic that is narrow, focused, and suitable for illustration through examples.
L1 I confirmed that enough credible sources and examples are available for my topic.
L1 I created a detailed outline including:

e A working thesis statement

e 3-5 body paragraph topics

e Specific examples planned for each paragraph

[ My outline uses concrete examples, not vague placeholders.

01 I gathered and organized all research sources in advance.

O] I allocated realistic time for drafting, revising, and editing.

4 Introduction Element Checklist

(Hook, Background, Thesis)



Ensure your introduction clearly prepares the reader for what your essay will illustrate.

L1 My opening sentence includes an engaging hook (statistic, anecdote, question, or quote).
L] The hook relates clearly to my overall essay topic.

L1 I avoided generic or mechanical openings (e.g., “This essay will discuss...”).

01 I provided 2—-3 sentences of background information explaining the broader context.

L1 Key terms or concepts are briefly defined if needed.

0] Background information bridges smoothly from the hook to the thesis.

L] My thesis statement appears as the final sentence of the introduction.

L] My thesis:

e Clearly states what I am illustrating
e Previews the types or number of examples I will use

o Is specific and focused, not overly broad

4 Body Paragraph Component Checklist

(Topic Sentence, Example, Evidence, Analysis, Transition)

Use this checklist for each body paragraph to maintain strong structure and clarity.

L] Each paragraph focuses on one main idea or illustration.
L] The paragraph begins with a clear topic sentence.

L] The topic sentence connects directly to my thesis.

L1 I clearly introduced the example before presenting details.

[ My example is:



e Specific
e Relevant

e Concrete (not abstract or vague)

L1 I included credible evidence (statistics, studies, expert opinions, or detailed cases).
01 All evidence is cited correctly using the required citation style.

L1 I analyzed the example by explaining:

e What it shows
e Why it matters

e How it supports my thesis

L1 I avoided listing examples without explanation.

01 I ended the paragraph with a transition that connects to the next idea.

4 Conclusion Element Checklist

(Thesis Restatement, Synthesis, Implications, Closing)

Your conclusion should reinforce your argument and leave a lasting impression.

01 I restated my thesis using fresh wording.

L] The restated thesis reflects what I proved, not just what I intended to show.
01 I synthesized my main examples rather than simply listing them.

L1 I showed how the examples work together to support my overall argument.
L1 I discussed broader implications, significance, or relevance of the topic.

U1 I avoided introducing new examples or evidence.

[ My final sentence is thoughtful and engaging, not generic or cliché.



4 Revision and Editing Checklist

(Specific Items to Review)

After drafting, revise your essay carefully before final submission.

L1 Each body paragraph clearly supports the thesis.

L] All examples are relevant and well-developed.

L] Analysis clearly explains the significance of each example.
L] Paragraph order follows a logical progression.

L] Transitions create smooth flow between ideas.

L1 The thesis matches the content of the essay.

O Sentences are clear, concise, and well-structured.

1 I removed unnecessary repetition or filler language.

01 I replaced weak verbs with more precise language.

[0 Grammar, spelling, and punctuation have been carefully checked.
U] Formatting meets the assignment’s requirements.

L1 I reread the essay aloud to identify awkward or unclear sections.

4 Common Mistakes to Avoid (Quick Reference)
O] Listing examples without analysis
L1 Using vague phrases like “many people think” or “studies show”

[ Including examples that don’t directly support the thesis



L] Writing unclear or missing topic sentences

L1 Weak or overly broad thesis statements

L] Repeating similar examples instead of illustrating different aspects
L1 Poor or missing transitions between paragraphs

[ Failing to cite sources properly

L] Introducing new ideas in the conclusion

L] Rushing revision or skipping proofreading



