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How To Write An Essay Outline 5th Grade 

 
 

Here's a guide to help you write an essay outline suitable for a 5th-grade level: 

1. Introduction: 

• Start with an attention-grabbing opening sentence or a question. 

• Provide some background information on the topic. 

• State your thesis statement, which is a clear and concise statement that presents 

the main argument or purpose of your essay. 

2. Body Paragraph 1: 

• Start with a topic sentence that introduces the main idea of this paragraph. 

• Provide supporting details or evidence to support your main idea. 

• Explain or provide examples to help clarify your point. 

• Use transitional words or phrases to connect your ideas. 

• Conclude the paragraph by summarizing the main idea and its significance. 

3. Body Paragraph 2: 

• Start with a topic sentence that introduces the main idea of this paragraph (it 

should be related to your thesis statement). 

• Provide supporting details or evidence to support your main idea. 

• Explain or provide examples to help clarify your point. 

• Use transitional words or phrases to connect your ideas. 

• Conclude the paragraph by summarizing the main idea and its significance. 

4. Body Paragraph 3: 

• Start with a topic sentence that introduces the main idea of this paragraph (it 

should be related to your thesis statement). 

• Provide supporting details or evidence to support your main idea. 

• Explain or provide examples to help clarify your point. 

• Use transitional words or phrases to connect your ideas. 

• Conclude the paragraph by summarizing the main idea and its significance. 

5. Counterargument (optional): 

• Acknowledge and address an opposing viewpoint or counterargument. 
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• Provide evidence or reasoning to refute the counterargument. 



 

 

• Explain why your argument is stronger or more valid. 

• Conclude by reinforcing the strength of your original argument. 

6. Conclusion: 

• Restate your thesis statement in a different way. 

• Summarize the main points or arguments you discussed in the body paragraphs. 

• Make a final statement that leaves a lasting impression or encourages the reader to 

take action. 

As always, adjust and modify this outline based on the specific requirements of your essay and 

your teacher's instructions. 


