
Revision Checklist for Descriptive Writing
Use this checklist to systematically revise your descriptive essays, ensuring clarity, richness, and
impact. Each category focuses on essential elements of effective descriptive writing.

1. Sensory Language Density

 Have you engaged all five senses where appropriate (sight, sound, smell, touch, taste)?
 Does each paragraph contain multiple sensory details to immerse the reader?
 Are descriptions specific and vivid rather than generic or abstract?

Example Check:

 ❏ Visual: “Crimson tomatoes glistened under morning sunlight” ✔ vs. “The tomatoes
were red”✖

 ❏ Auditory: “Footsteps echoed across the empty hall” ✔ vs. “It was quiet” ✖

2. Show-versus-Tell Execution

 Are emotions, qualities, and events shown through observable evidence rather than
stated directly?

 Have you replaced phrases like “she was nervous” with descriptive actions, expressions,
or reactions?

 Do readers experience the scene rather than just read statements?

Example Check:

 ❏ Showing: “Her hands trembled as she shuffled the note cards, and a bead of sweat
rolled down her temple” ✔

 ❏ Telling: “She was nervous” ✖

3. Dominant Impression Consistency

 Is there a central feeling, mood, or idea guiding your essay?
 Do all details reinforce the dominant impression rather than contradict it?
 Have you omitted details that undermine the intended effect?

Example Check:

 ❏ Dominant Impression: Warmth and nostalgia in a kitchen
 ❏ All details (aromas, textures, lighting, gestures) align with this mood ✔

4. Specific Language Over Vague Generalizations



 Have you replaced general adjectives and verbs with precise, descriptive alternatives?
 Do your nouns, colors, sounds, and textures convey clear mental images?
 Are clichés minimized or replaced with original, vivid expressions?

Example Check:

 ❏ Specific: “Turquoise waves rolled onto white sand” ✔
 ❏ Vague: “The beach was beautiful” ✖

5. Figurative Language Effectiveness

 Have you used similes, metaphors, or personification to enhance imagery without
overloading the text?

 Do figurative expressions clarify or deepen understanding of the scene or emotion?
 Are comparisons original, meaningful, and contextually appropriate?

Example Check:

 ❏ Effective: “The old house groaned under winter’s weight, its windows weeping
condensation” ✔

 ❏Weak/Cliché: “The house was creepy” ✖

6. Overall Flow and Structure

 Are transitions smooth between sentences and paragraphs?
 Does the essay follow a clear spatial, sensory, or chronological organization?
 Is the introduction engaging, the body immersive, and the conclusion reflective and

memorable?


