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Sample: Transition Words Reference Sheet 

Description: Elevate the clarity and flow of your compare and contrast essay with this essential 

reference guide. Using these transition words strategically will signal relationships between your ideas 

and guide your reader smoothly through your analysis. 

 

 

🔄 Transition Words Reference Sheet Using 

Transitions Effectively: 

 Purpose: To show the relationship between ideas, sentences, and paragraphs. 

 Placement: Typically at the beginning of a sentence or clause, often followed by a comma. 

 Variety: Avoid repeating the same transition; use synonyms to keep your writing engaging. 
 

 
1. To Show SIMILARITY (Comparing) 

Use these when you want to highlight how two subjects are alike. 

 Similarly 

 Likewise 

 In the same way 

 Just as... so too... 

 Correspondingly 

 Equally 

 Analogous to 

Example: "Hamlet is concerned with themes of madness and revenge. Similarly, The Spanish 

Tragedy explores the psychological toll of vengeance." 

2. To Show DIFFERENCE (Contrasting) 

Use these when you want to highlight how two subjects differ. This is crucial for contrast. 

 However 

 In contrast 

 On the other hand 

 Conversely 

 Whereas 

 Unlike 
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 Nevertheless 

 On the contrary 

 Alternatively 

Example: "A desktop computer offers superior processing power for complex tasks. On the other 

hand, a laptop provides unmatched portability for students on the go." 

3. To ADD INFORMATION or EMPHASIZE A POINT 

Use these to introduce another related point or to strengthen a previous statement. 

 Furthermore 

 Moreover 

 Additionally 

 In addition 

 Not only... but also... 

 Indeed 

 In fact 

 Certainly 

Example: "Solar energy is a clean, renewable resource. Furthermore, the cost of solar panels has 

decreased significantly in the last decade." 

4. To Show CAUSE and EFFECT or RESULT 

Use these to explain the consequence of a similarity or difference you've identified. 

 Therefore 

 Thus 

 Consequently 

 As a result 

 Hence 

 Accordingly 

Example: "Gasoline vehicles produce direct emissions. Consequently, they are a major contributor to 

urban air pollution." 

5. To Provide an EXAMPLE or ILLUSTRATE A POINT 

Use these to introduce specific evidence. 

 For example 

 For instance 
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 To illustrate 

 Specifically 

 In particular 

 Namely 

Example: "Both leaders used powerful rhetoric to inspire their followers. For instance, Churchill's 

wartime speeches famously galvanized British resolve." 

6. To SUMMARIZE or CONCLUDE 

Use these in your conclusion or to signal the end of a discussion point. 

 In conclusion 

 To summarize 

 Ultimately 

 In summary 

 In short 

 Overall 

Example: "Ultimately, the comparison reveals that while both theories have merit, Theory A offers a 

more comprehensive framework for understanding modern economic trends." 

[Download the Full-Size Printable Reference Sheet] 
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