
Annotated Examples History 

1. Causes of WWI vs. WWII (Annotated) 

Paragraph: 

World War I and World War II were both global conflicts, but their origins reflect very different 

historical pressures. (Main Claim) WWI emerged from entangled alliances, imperial rivalries, 

and rapidly growing nationalism among European powers. (Point of Comparison: root tensions) 

WWII, by contrast, was driven largely by expansionist dictatorships—Nazi Germany, Fascist 

Italy, and militarist Japan—pursuing aggressive territorial control. (Contrast Point: ideology vs. 

alliances) Where WWI erupted due to an unstable international system, WWII began because 

authoritarian regimes intentionally destabilized it. (Reasoning) Therefore, although both wars 

reshaped the world, their causes reveal distinct paths to global conflict. (Conclusion) 

 

2. U.S. Civil Rights vs. South African Anti-Apartheid (Annotated) 

Paragraph: 

The U.S. Civil Rights Movement and South Africa’s Anti-Apartheid struggle both sought racial 

equality, yet they operated within dramatically different political environments. (Main Claim) 

The American movement relied on nonviolent protest, legal challenges, and federal intervention 

to dismantle segregation. (Point of Comparison: methods) The Anti-Apartheid movement, 

however, had to confront an authoritarian state, leading to underground resistance, international 

sanctions, and decades of negotiation. (Contrast Point) These differing strategies reflect the 

political systems each movement faced—democratic reform versus structural authoritarianism. 

(Reasoning) Despite their distinct contexts, both struggles demonstrate the power of sustained 

resistance in achieving social justice. (Conclusion) 

 

3. Industrialization: Britain vs. Japan (Annotated) 

Paragraph: 

Britain and Japan both underwent transformative industrial revolutions, but the forces driving 

their development were not the same. (Main Claim) Britain’s industrialization was gradual, 

fueled by natural resources, private innovation, and expanding markets. (Point of Comparison) 

Japan’s Meiji-era industrialization, by contrast, was state-directed, aimed at rapid modernization 

to resist Western influence. (Contrast Point) While Britain’s progress evolved organically, Japan 

compressed similar advancements into decades through government investment and imported 

expertise. (Reasoning) Both nations industrialized successfully, yet their contrasting paths 

highlight the role of political and cultural context in economic transformation. (Conclusion) 


