&\ Definition

Classification Essay: Quick Reference Guide

A classification essay organizes and sorts things into coherent categories. It breaks down a broad
subject into specific, logical groups based on a clear principle, explaining each category with

examples and analysis.

@& Key Characteristics

« Single Organizing Principle: The entire essay is sorted by one specific standard (e.qg.,
classify movies by genre, not by genre, director, and budget all at once).

o Clear Categories: Categories must be distinct, not overlapping.

o Parallel Structure: Categories should be at the same level of importance.

« Examples & Analysis: Each category is defined and illustrated with strong, specific

examples.

o Purposeful Thesis: Explains the subject being classified, the categories, and the value of

this classification.

[vs| How It Differs From Other Essays

Essay Type

Primary Goal

Approach

Classification

To sort a topic into distinct
groups.

Breaks a whole into logical parts.
"Here are the types of X."

differences.

Definition To explain the meaning of a Provides a detailed definition, often
concept. using examples and negation.
Compare/Contrast To highlight similarities and Analyzes two or more subjects side-

by-side.

Argumentative

To persuade the reader to accept a
point of view.

Takes a stance on a debatable issue
and provides evidence.

Process

To explain how to do something
or how something works.

Describes a sequence of steps from
start to finish.

# Sample Thesis Statement Template




"[Broad Subject] can be classified into [Number] categories based on [Organizing Principle]:
the [Category 1], the [Category 2], and the [Category 3].""

Example:

"College students can be classified into three distinct categories based on their primary
approach to learning: the grade-focused achievers, the passionately curious scholars, and
the socially-motivated networkers."

i’ Basic Essay Structure
1. Introduction
o Hook the reader.
e Introduce the broad subject.
o Present the Thesis Statement (with subject, categories, and principle).
2. Body Paragraphs
o Paragraph 1: Describe Category 1. Define it and provide detailed examples.
o Paragraph 2: Describe Category 2. Define it and provide detailed examples.
o Paragraph 3: Describe Category 3. Define it and provide detailed examples.
3. Conclusion
o Restate the thesis in a new way.
e Summarize the categories.

« Explain the value or insight gained from this classification.



