
STUDENT VS PROFESSIONAL COMPARISON 
Side-by-side + explanation 

Topic: Types of Social Media Users 
Student Essay Title: “Social Media Users” 
Professional Essay Title: “Three Types of Social Media Users” 

 

Part 1: Basic Information 

Item Student Essay Professional Essay Notes / Observations 

Essay Title 
Social Media 
Users 

Three Types of Social 
Media Users 

Professional essay has a more 
descriptive, engaging title. 

Topic 
Social media 
engagement 

Social media 
engagement 

Same topic, but professional essay 
immediately signals structure (3 types). 

Word Count ~900 ~1,200 
Professional essay includes richer 
examples and analysis. 

Number of 
Categories 

3 3 
Same number, but professional essay 
clearly distinguishes categories. 

Organizing 
Principle 

Level of activity Engagement level 
Professional essay defines organizing 
principle in thesis. 

Overall 
Structure 

Intro, body, 
conclusion 

Intro, body, 
conclusion 

Professional essay uses smoother 
transitions and analytical synthesis. 

 

Part 2: Introduction Analysis 

Element Student Essay Professional Essay 
Gap / Improvement 
Notes 

Hook 
“Social media is 
everywhere.” 

“Scroll through any social media 
platform and you'll notice distinct 
patterns in how people engage 
with digital content.” 

Professional hook is vivid 
and immediately 
relatable; student hook is 
generic. 

Context / 
Background 

Mentions Facebook, 
Instagram 

Explains behavioral variation and 
why classification matters 

Professional essay 
provides context and 
rationale. 



Element Student Essay Professional Essay 
Gap / Improvement 
Notes 

Clear Thesis 
Statement 

“Social media users 
can be grouped into 
different types.” 

“Social media users can be 
classified by engagement level into 
three distinct types: lurkers, 
casual sharers, and content 
creators.” 

Professional thesis 
clearly names organizing 
principle and categories. 

Analytical vs. 
Descriptive 

Mostly descriptive 
Analytical: explains why 
classification matters 

Student essay lacks 
analysis in intro. 

Observation: Professional essay immediately establishes clarity, relevance, and sets up analytical 
framework. 

 

Part 3: Category Paragraphs Comparison 

Category 
Student Essay 
Example 

Professional Essay 
Example 

Specific 
Details / 
Evidence 

Analysis 
Depth 

Improvement 
Notes 

Lurkers 
“Lurkers scroll 
but don’t post 
much.” 

“Lurkers represent the 
largest group…Sarah 
opens Instagram every 
morning while drinking 
coffee, scrolls through 
friends' vacation photos 
and influencer content, 
then closes the app 
without liking, 
commenting, or 
posting.” 

Sarah’s 
routine, 
behaviors, 
and quote. 

Explains why 
lurkers matter 
for 
engagement 
and 
algorithms. 

Student essay 
needs a 
concrete 
example and 
explanation of 
implications. 

Casual 
Sharers 

“Some people 
post 
occasionally.” 

“Mark posts vacation 
photos when traveling, 
shares memes, and 
occasionally comments 
on friends’ posts. Social 
media remains 
peripheral to his life.” 

Timeline of 
posting 
frequency, 
types of posts, 
engagement 
numbers 

Explains 
motivations 
and 
marketing 
relevance 

Add named 
example and 
specific 
behaviors. 

Content 
Creators 

“Creators post 
a lot and try to 
get followers.” 

“Jessica, a fashion and 
lifestyle content creator 
with 50,000 followers, 
spends 2-3 hours daily 

Daily routine, 
follower 
count, 

Analyzes 
strategic 
thinking and 

Student essay 
lacks depth, 
specificity, and 



Category 
Student Essay 
Example 

Professional Essay 
Example 

Specific 
Details / 
Evidence 

Analysis 
Depth 

Improvement 
Notes 

creating content: 
photographing outfits, 
editing images, writing 
captions, responding to 
comments. Content 
creation became a part-
time income through 
brand partnerships.” 

professional 
impact 

influence on 
platforms 

significance 
discussion 

 

Part 4: Transition Analysis 

Transition 
Phrase / 
Sentence 

Student 
Essay 

Professional Essay 
Strength / 
Weakness 

Notes for 
Improvement 

Between 
Lurkers & 
Casual Sharers 

“Next are 
the casual 
users.” 

“Casual sharers occupy 
the middle ground 
between passive 
observation and active 
creation…” 

Weak vs. strong; 
professional shows 
relationship 
between categories 

Use transitions that 
show contrast or 
spectrum, not just 
sequence. 

Between 
Casual Sharers 
& Content 
Creators 

“Finally, 
content 
creators are 
active.” 

“Content creators form 
the smallest but most 
visible category of social 
media users…” 

Professional uses 
comparative 
phrasing and 
highlights 
significance 

Avoid abrupt 
statements; explain 
category role relative 
to others. 

 

Part 5: Conclusion Analysis 

Element 
Student 
Essay 

Professional Essay 
Gap / Improvement 
Notes 

Restates 
Categories? 

“There are 
three types of 
social media 
users.” 

“These three categories reveal that 
digital engagement exists on a 
spectrum…Each type serves important 
functions within social media 
ecosystems.” 

Student essay only 
repeats categories; 
professional synthesizes 
relationships. 



Element 
Student 
Essay 

Professional Essay 
Gap / Improvement 
Notes 

Synthesizes 
Relationships / 
Patterns? 

No Yes 
Student conclusion is 
descriptive, lacks 
insight. 

Analytical Insight Minimal 
Explains role of each type, 
implications for users and marketers 

Student lacks deeper 
analysis. 

Practical / Real-
World 
Application 

No 
Yes: helps readers understand 
personal engagement patterns 

Add advice or insight to 
make conclusion 
meaningful. 

Observation: Professional conclusion connects all categories, provides actionable insights, and 
avoids ranking. Student essay simply summarizes. 

 

Part 6: Overall Assessment 

Aspect 
Student 
Essay 

Professional Essay Gap / Improvement Notes 

Thesis Strength 
Weak, 
generic 

Clear, names principle & 
categories 

Revise thesis to specify organizing 
principle and categories. 

Category 
Distinctness 

Vague 
Clear, non-overlapping 
categories 

Add explicit distinctions between 
types. 

Depth of Examples Minimal 
Highly detailed, narrative-
based 

Include names, behaviors, 
statistics, and mini-stories. 

Analytical Thinking Low 
High: explains significance 
& implications 

Discuss why each category matters. 

Smoothness of 
Transitions 

Weak Strong 
Use comparative and linking 
phrases. 

Conclusion 
Effectiveness 

Weak 
Strong: synthesis + 
practical application 

Move beyond restating categories; 
offer insight. 

Overall Clarity and 
Flow 

Moderate Excellent 
Organize logically with smooth 
paragraph transitions. 

 

Part 7: Action Plan for Student Essay Improvement 



Task Category / Paragraph Specific Improvement 
Deadline / 
Notes 

Rewrite thesis Introduction 
State organizing principle & all 
categories 

Today 

Add detailed 
examples 

Lurkers, Casual Sharers, 
Content Creators 

Include names, specific routines, 
stats 

Tomorrow 

Strengthen 
transitions 

Between categories 
Show relationships or contrasts, not 
just sequence 

Tomorrow 

Expand 
conclusion 

Conclusion 
Explain significance, implications, 
practical application 

Day after 
tomorrow 

Add analytical 
insight 

All body paragraphs 
Explain why behaviors matter, link to 
broader social media trends 

Ongoing 

 

   Key Takeaways From This Comparison Template: 

• Student essays often remain descriptive and general; professional essays add specific 
examples, names, numbers, and timelines. 

• Transitions and analytical synthesis distinguish professional essays. 

• Using this filled template, students can directly apply improvements to their own 
classification essays. 

 


