Thesis Statement Formulas for Division and
Classification Essays

1. Division Essay Thesis Statements

Definition:
Division essays analyze a single whole by breaking it down into its component parts. A thesis for
a division essay identifies the whole and names the parts that will be discussed.

Formula:
“[Whole/system] can be divided into [number] parts: [Part A], [Part B], and [Part C].”

Examples:

1. The U.S. government can be divided into three branches: the Executive, Legislative, and
Judicial.

2. A smartphone can be divided into four major components: the screen, processor, battery,
and camera.

3. The human brain can be divided into three main regions: the cerebrum, cerebellum, and
brainstem.

4. The education system can be divided into three levels: elementary, secondary, and post-
secondary.

5. A business organization can be divided into functional departments: marketing,
operations, and finance.

6. The solar system can be divided into three main zones: the inner planets, the asteroid belt,
and the outer planets.

7. A research paper can be divided into five sections: introduction, literature review,
methodology, results, and discussion.

Usage Tips:
e C(Clearly identify the whole and the parts.

e Maintain parallel structure for all parts.
e Use specific, concrete names for each part.

2. Classification Essay Thesis Statements

Definition:
Classification essays group multiple independent items into categories based on shared



characteristics. A thesis statement for a classification essay names the items, identifies the
organizing principle, and lists the categories.

Formula:
“[Items] can be classified by [organizing principle] into [number] types: [Category A],
[Category B], and [Category C].”

Examples:

1. College students can be classified by study habits into three types: highly motivated,
moderately engaged, and minimally engaged.

2. Social media platforms can be classified by primary function into three categories: photo-
sharing, professional networking, and microblogging.

3. Leadership styles can be classified by decision-making approach into three types:
autocratic, democratic, and transformational.

4. Online shoppers can be classified by buying behavior into three types: impulsive buyers,
comparison shoppers, and loyal customers.

5. Motivational strategies in the workplace can be classified into three categories: intrinsic,
extrinsic, and hybrid approaches.

6. Exercise routines can be classified by primary focus into three types: strength training,
cardiovascular exercise, and flexibility workouts.

7. Learning styles can be classified into three groups: visual, auditory, and kinesthetic
learners.

8. Restaurants can be classified by service model into three categories: fast food, casual
dining, and fine dining.

9. Films can be classified by genre into action, comedy, drama, horror, and documentary.

10. Apps can be classified by purpose into productivity, social media, and educational apps.

Usage Tips:

e Use a single consistent organizing principle for all categories.
e Categories should be mutually exclusive and collectively exhaustive.
e Include examples or short explanations if possible to clarify each category.

3. Combined Division and Classification Essay Thesis
Statements

Definition:

Some topics are broad and complex, requiring a two-level analytical approach. These essays first
divide the whole into major parts and then classify items within each part. A thesis for such an
essay must reflect both levels.



Formula:
“[Topic] first divides into [parts], and within each part, [items] can be classified into
[categories].”

Examples:

1.

2.

10.

Entertainment media divides into film, music, and video games, and within each medium,
content can be classified by genre.

The healthcare system divides into primary, secondary, and tertiary care, and within each,
services can be classified by patient focus.

Educational institutions divide into public, private, and charter schools, and within each,
students can be classified by learning approach.

Corporate organizations divide into departments, teams, and units, and within each,
employees can be classified by role or responsibility.

Technology products divide into computers, smartphones, and wearable devices, and
within each, products can be classified by functionality or design.

Literature divides into fiction, non-fiction, and poetry, and within each, works can be
classified by theme or style.

Transportation methods divide into land, air, and water, and within each, vehicles can be
classified by capacity or purpose.

Food categories divide into fruits, vegetables, and grains, and within each, items can be
classified by origin or nutritional content.

Global economies divide into developed, developing, and emerging markets, and within
each, countries can be classified by industrial focus.

Sports divide into team sports, individual sports, and extreme sports, and within each,
activities can be classified by rules or skill sets.

Usage Tips:

Clearly indicate the two levels of organization in your thesis.
Ensure parallel structure at both division and classification levels.
Avoid mixing unrelated items across categories or divisions.



