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Middle School Review Collection (5+ Examples) PDF
Sample 1: Novel Review - The Giver by Lois Lowry
Title: The Cost of a Perfect World
Rating: 9/10
Introduction: Lois Lowry’s The Giver presents a seemingly utopian society that has eliminated
pain, war, and suffering. However, through the eyes of twelve-year-old Jonas, who is chosen to
be the Receiver of Memory, we learn the terrifying truth: perfection comes at the price of color,
emotion, love, and choice.
Analysis: The greatest strength of this dystopian novel is its slow, chilling reveal. At first,
Jonas’s community seems orderly and safe. As he receives memories from The Giver—of
sledding, sunshine, but also of war and heartbreak—both he and the reader realize the horror of
“Sameness.” The community’s practice of “release” (a euphemism for euthanasia) is a
particularly powerful and disturbing critique of sacrificing individuality for stability. Jonas’s
relationship with The Giver is poignant, built on the shared burden of painful truth.
Weaknesses: The ending is famously ambiguous, which can be frustrating for readers who want
a clear resolution. Some secondary characters, like Jonas’s friends Fiona and Asher, feel
underdeveloped.
Conclusion: The Giver is a thought-provoking masterpiece that forces readers to question the
meaning of freedom, memory, and human experience. Its haunting themes are timeless, making

it essential reading for young adults. The ambiguous ending sparks excellent discussion.
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Sample 2: Film Analysis - Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse (2018)

Title: A Visual and Narrative Revolution

Rating: 10/10

Thesis: Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse isn’t just another superhero movie; it’s a
groundbreaking film that uses revolutionary animation to tell a heartfelt story about finding your
own path.

Visual Style & Innovation: The film’s most stunning achievement is its animation, which looks
like a living comic book. It uses halftone dots, thought boxes, split-screen panels, and changing
frame rates to create a kinetic, immersive experience. Each Spider-Person from a different
dimension has a unique animation style (e.g., Spider-Noir is in black-and-white), which is a
stroke of genius. This style isn’t just flashy—it directly serves the theme of multiple realities.
Character & Story: At its core, the film is about Miles Morales struggling to live up to the
legacy of Spider-Man while forging his own identity. His journey is relatable and emotionally
resonant. The supporting cast, from the weary Peter B. Parker to the hilarious Spider-Ham,
provides both depth and humor. The theme “Anyone can wear the mask™ is powerfully delivered.
Critique: If there is a flaw, it’s that with so many characters, some (like Peni Parker) don’t get
as much screen time as fans might like.

Final Verdict: This film sets a new standard for animation and superhero storytelling. It is a

must-see for its artistic bravery, inclusive message, and pure, exhilarating fun.

Sample 3: Album Review - Evermore by Taylor Swift
Title: A Folklore Companion for Winter Nights

Rating: 8.5/10
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Context: Following her surprise indie-folk aloum Folklore, Taylor Swift released Evermore as a
“sister record.” It continues her collaboration with The National’s Aaron Dessner, delving deeper
into narrative storytelling and atmospheric production.

Musical and Lyrical Analysis: The album feels like a collection of short stories set to music.
Tracks like “Champagne Problems” (a failed proposal) and “Tolerate It” (a one-sided
relationship) showcase Swift’s masterful character studies. “No Body, No Crime” (feat. HAIM)
is a witty country-noir tale of revenge. The production is richer and more varied than Folklore,
incorporating piano, strings, and subtle electronic touches on songs like “Gold Rush.”

Standouts & Low Points: The title track “Evermore” (with Bon Iver) is a stunning climax about
overcoming despair. “Willow” is a magical, twisting lead single. However, the album’s length
(15+ tracks) can feel sprawling, and a few songs in the middle (“Dorothea”) don’t hit as hard as
the highlights.

Conclusion: Evermore is a triumph of mature songwriting. It may not have the cohesive shock
of Folklore, but it offers a richer, more nuanced landscape for listeners to explore, solidifying

Swift’s era of sophisticated artistic expression.

Sample 4: Technology Review - Apple AirPods (3rd Generation)

Product: Apple AirPods (3rd Gen)

Reviewed by: A Middle School Student

Design & Comfort: The new contoured design is a big improvement. They fit my ears more
securely than the 2nd Gen, though not as tightly as the Pro model with silicone tips. They are

lightweight and comfortable for hours of listening.
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Performance: The sound quality is excellent for wireless earbuds—clear vocals and good bass.
The Spatial Audio feature, which makes music and movies sound immersive, is genuinely cool.
Battery life (6 hours) is solid, and the MagSafe case is convenient.

Drawbacks: They still don’t have ear tips, so fit can vary. If they don’t fit your ears well, they
can feel loose. They lack active noise cancellation, which the AirPods Pro have. This is a
problem for using on a noisy bus.

Value: They are expensive. If you’re deep in the Apple ecosystem (iPhone, iPad), they connect
seamlessly and are a great upgrade. If you’re on a budget or need noise cancellation, there are
better-value options.

Bottom Line: Great earbuds with fantastic features for Apple users, but the fit and lack of noise

cancellation are important considerations before buying.

Sample 5: Historical Fiction Review - The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

Title: Death Narrates a Story of Life

Rating: 9.5/10

Overview: Set in Nazi Germany, The Book Thief follows Liesel Meminger, a young girl sent to
live with foster parents. Narrated by Death itself, the story centers on Liesel’s relationship with
her accordion-playing foster father, her friend Rudy, and the Jewish man hidden in her basement,
all intertwined with her growing love of stealing books.

Strengths: The choice of Death as the narrator is brilliant. It provides a unique, weary, and
surprisingly compassionate perspective on the horrors of war. The characters are profoundly

human and unforgettable—Hans Hubermann’s quiet kindness is the moral heart of the novel.
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Zusak’s poetic, metaphorical prose (“The sky was the color of Jews”) is breathtaking and
challenges middle school readers in the best way.

Challenges: The non-linear narrative and Death’s philosophical asides can be confusing at first.
The subject matter is heavy, dealing directly with death, persecution, and the Holocaust.

Impact: This is more than a Holocaust novel; it’s a testament to the power of words, stories, and
small acts of kindness in a brutal world. It is emotionally devastating but ultimately beautiful. A

modern classic that deserves careful, thoughtful reading.
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