
High School Literary Review Samples (5 

Examples) 

 

1. To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee – Review & Analysis 

Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird remains a seminal exploration of moral growth, racial 

injustice, and the fragile boundaries between innocence and experience. Narrated through 

Scout’s increasingly mature consciousness, the novel juxtaposes childhood curiosity with the 

grim realities of the Jim Crow South. Lee’s symbolic framework is particularly potent: the 

mockingbird, represented in characters like Tom Robinson and Boo Radley, encapsulates the 

destruction of innocence by societal prejudice. 

Atticus Finch’s stoic commitment to justice—“the one thing that doesn’t abide by majority rule 

is a person’s conscience”—serves as the novel’s ethical epicenter. Through his unwavering 

adherence to principle, Lee critiques collective moral cowardice and invites readers to reflect on 

their complicity in social wrongs. Scout’s gradual recognition that goodness often exists beneath 

misunderstood exteriors, as seen when she finally “stands on the Radley porch,” reinforces the 

text’s message that empathy is both transformative and necessary. Lee’s blend of lyrical 

nostalgia and incisive social commentary ensures the novel’s enduring relevance. 

 

2. The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald – Review & 

Analysis 

Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby functions as a shimmering yet corrosive portrait of the American 

Dream’s moral disintegration. Nick Carraway’s reflective narration exposes the illusionary 

nature of wealth and status, revealing how desire becomes both aspiration and downfall. 

Gatsby’s lavish parties and “colossal vitality of illusion” symbolize not success but a desperate 

attempt to rewrite the past, underscoring the novel’s critique of idealism untethered from reality. 

The green light at the end of Daisy’s dock embodies this persistent yet futile longing, a beacon 

that seems to promise fulfillment while simultaneously receding. Fitzgerald’s precise imagery—

ashen wastelands, gilded mansions, and the ever-watchful eyes of Dr. T. J. Eckleburg—

constructs a symbolic geography of spiritual decay. The novel’s tragic end, wherein Gatsby dies 

isolated despite his grand dreams, demonstrates Fitzgerald’s assertion that the American Dream, 

corrupted by materialism, becomes self-destructive. The text ultimately warns that the relentless 

chase for reinvention may leave individuals unmoored from authenticity, community, and moral 

center. 

 



3. Lord of the Flies by William Golding – Review & Analysis 

Golding’s Lord of the Flies is a stark psychological allegory that interrogates humanity’s 

capacity for savagery when stripped of societal constraints. The island operates as a microcosm 

of civilization, allowing Golding to test the fragility of order through competing impulses 

embodied in Ralph and Jack. Ralph’s insistence on the signal fire becomes symbolic of reason, 

cooperation, and long-term vision, while Jack’s embrace of hunting and painted masks represents 

regression into instinctive brutality. 

The conch shell, a symbol of structured authority, becomes increasingly fragile as the boys’ 

social cohesion deteriorates, culminating in its shattering—a violent metaphor for the collapse of 

civilized discourse. Meanwhile, Simon’s encounter with the “Lord of the Flies” articulates 

Golding’s pessimistic theory that the true “beast” resides within human nature itself. Through 

stark, visceral imagery, Golding argues that civilization is a thin veneer, easily disrupted when 

fear and power supersede moral responsibility. 

 

4. Macbeth by William Shakespeare – Review & Analysis 

In Macbeth, Shakespeare offers a chilling examination of ambition unmoored from ethical 

restraint. Macbeth’s initial valor quickly gives way to corrosive desire, catalyzed by the witches’ 

prophecy and Lady Macbeth’s ruthless persuasion. His assertion that he has “vaulting ambition, 

which o’erleaps itself” encapsulates the driving force of his downfall. Shakespeare’s language—

dense with blood imagery, paradox, and supernatural motifs—constructs a psychological 

landscape where guilt manifests as haunting visions and moral order dissolves. 

The recurring motif of darkness underscores Macbeth’s descent into tyranny, reflecting how 

unchecked ambition obscures judgment and humanity. Lady Macbeth’s own unraveling, marked 

by her compulsive hand-washing, reveals the inescapability of guilt, even for those who wield 

power with apparent decisiveness. Ultimately, the play reinforces the moral principle that 

greatness attained through corruption leads only to ruin, both personal and political. 

Shakespeare’s nuanced portrayal of internal conflict ensures the play’s enduring resonance in 

discussions of power, ethics, and human frailty. 

 

5. The Catcher in the Rye by J. D. Salinger – Review & 

Analysis 

Salinger’s The Catcher in the Rye presents an intimate psychological portrait of adolescent 

alienation through Holden Caulfield’s idiosyncratic voice. His distrust of the “phoniness” 

surrounding him reflects not cynicism alone but a profound fear of moral and emotional 



contamination. Holden’s fantasy of becoming a “catcher in the rye” symbolizes his desire to 

preserve childhood innocence, even as he struggles to navigate his own grief and confusion. 

The narrative’s fragmented structure and colloquial style mirror Holden’s internal dislocation, 

making the text both a critique of societal superficiality and a meditation on the challenges of 

maturation. The final carousel scene, where Holden watches Phoebe reach for the gold ring, 

signals his dawning realization that growth requires risk and that protection cannot come at the 

cost of autonomy. Salinger’s subtle rendering of psychological vulnerability invites readers to 

empathize with the complexities of adolescence and the universal longing for meaning. 

 


