
College-Level Critical Analysis – Literary Fiction

Title: Beloved

Author: Toni Morrison

Genre: Literary Fiction

Thesis: Morrison explores the psychological trauma of slavery through fragmented narrative, ghostly
presence, and the collective memory of Black communities.

Critical Analysis:

Narrative Structure: The nonlinear timeline mirrors trauma, emphasizing how the past invades the
present.

Motifs: Motherhood, memory, and haunting.

Symbolism: Beloved represents unresolved historical grief.

Scholarly Insight: Morrison challenges traditional historical narratives by centering marginalized
voices through magical realism.

Evaluation: A groundbreaking examination of memory, identity, and generational trauma.

College-Level Critical Analysis – Philosophical Novel

Title: The Stranger

Author: Albert Camus

Genre: Existential Fiction

Thesis: Camus critiques societal expectations and the absurd condition through Meursault’s emotional
detachment and confrontation with meaninglessness.

Critical Analysis:



Existential Themes: Absurdism, alienation, free will.

Character Evaluation:

- Meursault embodies the refusal to conform to moral norms.

Symbolism: Sun and heat reflect oppressive forces and trigger Meursault’s emotional unraveling.

Philosophical Context: Draws heavily from Camus’s essay “The Myth of Sisyphus.”

Evaluation: The narrative’s simplicity deepens its philosophical weight.

College-Level Critical Analysis – Nonfiction

Title: Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind

Author: Yuval Noah Harari

Genre: Nonfiction / Anthropology

Thesis: Harari argues that shared myths enable large-scale human cooperation and have shaped
every major shift in civilization.

Critical Analysis:

Argumentation: Harari blends anthropology, psychology, and history to craft compelling
interdisciplinary claims.

Strengths: Narrative clarity, synthesis of complex concepts.

Critiques: Some generalizations oversimplify nuanced scholarly debates.

Key Insight: Fiction—religion, money, nations—drives collective behavior and social evolution.

Evaluation: Provocative and imaginative, though sometimes controversial in academic circles.


