Practice Materials

These practice materials reinforce the core skills demonstrated in the book report examples above.
They are designed for independent learning, classroom use, writing workshops, and tutoring
sessions. Each section includes explanations, mini-lessons, examples, and practice tasks with
answer keys or model responses.

1. Summary-Analysis Balance Exercise
Purpose

To help you master the ideal ratio of 20-25% summary and 75-80% analysis, ensuring your book
reports interpret rather than retell the book.

A. Mini-Lesson: What Counts as Summary vs. Analysis?
Summary Includes:

e Plot events (what happens)

e Basic character descriptions

e Setting information

¢ Background needed to understand analysis

Example (Summary):
“Jonas receives memories from the Giver that reveal emotions and colors absent in his
community.”

Analysis Includes:
e Interpretation (what it means)
e Explanations of themes
e Discussion of character motivations and development
e Connections between evidence and thesis
e Evaluation of author’s techniques

Example (Analysis):
“Lowry uses Jonas’s ability to see color as a metaphor for his awakening critical consciousness.”

B. Guided Exercise

STEP 1 — Identify Summary vs. Analysis



Label each sentence as S (Summary) or A (Analysis):
1. “Ponyboy and Johnny hide in an abandoned church after Bob’s death.”

2. “Hinton uses the church fire to show that heroism comes from compassion, not social
class.”

3. “Scout learns that courage means doing what is right even when success is impossible.”
4. “The children initially believe Boo Radley is a monster who never leaves his house.”
5. “Therules of Panem’s Games reveal how the Capitol maintains control through fear.”

Answer Key:
1-S, 2-A, 3-A, 4-S, 5-A

C. STEP 2 — Revise an Over-Summarized Paragraph
Original Paragraph (90% summary)

“After Jonas becomes the Receiver, he learns about colors and emotions. He gets memories of
sledding, sunshine, war, and pain. He realizes his community hides the truth. When he finds out his
father kills babies, Jonas is horrified and escapes with Gabriel. He hopes to reach elsewhere.”

Task:

Rewrite the paragraph so only 20-25% is summary. Add analysis interpreting the meaning of these
events.

Model Revision

When Jonas becomes the Receiver, he gains access to memories revealing emotions and choices
his community has suppressed. These memories—especially color perception—symbolize his
growing awareness that true humanity requires both pleasure and pain. Lowry uses Jonas’s horror at
“release” to expose how euphemistic language masks moral atrocities, suggesting that societies
can normalize violence when citizens surrender critical thought. Jonas’s escape becomes not just a
physical journey but a moral rejection of engineered ignorance.

2. Thesis Development Practice
Purpose

To improve your ability to craft arguable, interpretive, specific thesis statements that guide an
entire book report.

A. Mini-Lesson: What Makes a Strong Thesis?

A strong thesis is:



Interpretive (not a plot fact)
Arguable (reasonable people could disagree)
Specific (hames techniques/themes)

Insightful (goes beyond obvious statements)

Weak Thesis (Too General):

“Harry Potter is a book about friendship.”

Strong Thesis:

“In Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, Rowling uses Harry’s outsider status to show that
authentic friendship forms not through popularity or power but through shared vulnerability and
moral choices.”

B. Convert Weak Theses Into Strong Ones

Rewrite the following weak theses:

1.

2.

3.

4.

“The Hunger Games shows that the Capitol is bad.”
“In The Outsiders, Ponyboy learns a lot.”
“In To Kill a Mockingbird, Atticus is a good person.”

“The Giver teaches that differences are important.”

Model Answers

1.

3.

4.

Weak: “The Capitolis bad.”

Strong: “The Hunger Games critiques how authoritarian governments use spectacle to
distract citizens from injustice, showing that entertainment can become a political weapon
when suffering is turned into mass amusement.”

Weak: “Ponyboy learns a lot.”

Strong: “Through Ponyboy’s evolving perception of Socs and Greasers, Hinton
demonstrates that empathy dissolves rigid group stereotypes, suggesting that class conflict
persists because individuals fail to see each other’s shared humanity.”

Weak: “Atticus is good.”

Strong: “Atticus models moral courage by defending Tom Robinson despite knowing he will
lose, illustrating Lee’s argument that ethical behavior depends on principle rather than
outcome.”

Weak: “Differences matter.”
Strong: “Lowry uses the community’s suppression of individuality to argue that diversity is
essential to emotional depth, creativity, and moral freedom.”



3. Evidence Integration Examples
Purpose

To teach you how to use quotes, paraphrases, and scene references smoothly in analytical
writing.

A. Mini-Lesson: Three Ways to Use Evidence
1. Quoting
Use short, relevant quotes—not long blocks.

Example:
Johnny urges Ponyboy to “stay gold,” highlighting his belief that innocence must be protected.

2. Paraphrasing
Restate an idea in your own words to avoid over-quoting.

Example:
The Giver explains that the community erased memories to eliminate pain.

3. Referencing Scenes
Describe an event that supports your point.

Example:
During the reaping, Katniss volunteers for Prim, showing how familial love resists Capitol control.

B. Common Mistakes

X Dropping quotes without explanation
X Using irrelevant or overly long quotations
X Letting evidence replace your analysis

C. Practice: Integrate This Evidence

Given Quote:

“Mockingbirds don’t do one thing but make music for us to enjoy.”
Task:

Use the quote in an analytical sentence discussing the book’s theme.

Model Answer:



When Atticus explains that “mockingbirds don’t do one thing but make music for us to enjoy,” he
establishes the novel’s core moral metaphor: harming innocent individuals—like Tom Robinson or
Boo Radley—is a profound injustice because they contribute goodness without expecting anything
in return.

D. Practice Paragraph With Model

Task:

Write a paragraph analyzing a character using at least one integrated quote.
Model Paragraph:

Jonas’s awakening begins when he first sees the color red, a moment Lowry uses to symbolize his
expanding consciousness. The Giver explains that color disappeared when the community chose
“sameness,” revealing that their harmony comes at the cost of sensory richness and individual
perception. By linking color to emotional depth, Lowry suggests that genuine freedom requires the
ability to perceive and appreciate differences—an ability Jonas develops as he absorbs memories.

4. Analytical Paragraph Models
Purpose

To show the structure of a strong analytical paragraph using the TIQA or TEA format (Topic
sentence, Evidence, Analysis).

A. Structure Model (TEA)

1. T-Topic Sentence
Makes an interpretive claim that supports your thesis.

2. E-Evidence
Quote, paraphrase, or scene.

3. A-Analysis
Explains how the evidence proves your claim.

B. Model Paragraphs by Level
Middle School Model (The Outsiders)

Ponyboy grows into a more empathetic person as he learns to recognize the struggles of others.
When Cherry tells him that “things are rough all over,” Ponyboy realizes that the Socs’ wealth does
not protect them from emotional pain. This revelation challenges his belief that Greasers are the
only ones who suffer, showing that class stereotypes oversimplify complex human experiences.



Ponyboy’s shift in perspective demonstrates Hinton’s message that understanding others is the first
step toward ending conflict.

High School Model (To Kill a Mockingbird)

Boo Radley symbolizes the destructive power of prejudice and the transformative power of
empathy. The children initially imagine Boo as a monstrous figure because the town’s rumors fill the
void created by his isolation. However, when Boo saves Jem and Scout, Lee reveals him as gentle
and protective. Scout’s final recognition—“Hey, Boo”—signals her moral growth, proving that
empathy emerges only when people move beyond fear and truly see others. This shiftillustrates
Lee’s argument that ignorance, not malice, often underlies prejudice.

College Level Model (1984)

The Party’s manipulation of language demonstrates Orwell’s argument that controlling thought
requires controlling expression. Syme’s explanation that Newspeak aims to “narrow the range of
thought” reveals the regime’s strategy: eliminating politically dangerous ideas by making them
linguistically impossible. This linguistic engineering supports Foucault’s theory of power shaping
subjects at the cognitive level, not merely the behavioral one. Orwell ultimately warns that when
language is weaponized, resistance becomes not just difficult but conceptually unimaginable.



