MIDDLE SCHOOL BOOK REPORT SAMPLE
PACK

3 Complete Reports for Grades 6-8

SAMPLE #1: Grade 6 (612 words)

The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton

What happens when society divides people into "us" versus "them"? In S.E. Hinton's novel
The Outsiders, published in 1967, rival gangs called the Greasers and the Socs constantly
fight because of social class differences. Through Ponyboy Curtis's experiences with
violence, loss, and unexpected friendship, Hinton.argues that superficial labels hide our
shared humanity and that real understanding requires looking beyond stereotypes.

The story takes place in 1960s Oklahoma and follows fourteen-year-old Ponyboy, who
belongs to the Greasers—a gang of poor kids from the wrong side of town. The Socs (short
for Socials) are wealthy kids who drive nice cars and wear expensive clothes. The conflict
begins when Ponyboy and his friend Johnny are attacked by Socs. Johnny kills one of the
attackers in self-defense, and the two boys flee to an abandoned church to hide. While
there, the church catches fire with children trapped inside. Ponyboy and Johnny rescue
the kids but Johnny is severelyinjured. He dies from his wounds, devastating Ponyboy.
The novel ends with Ponyboy writing about his experiences for a school assignment,
which becomes the book itself.

Ponyboy's character arc shows his growing understanding of complexity. At the beginnin-
g, he seesthe world in simple terms—Greasers are good, Socs are bad. His conversations
with Cherry Valance, a Soc girl, begin to challenge this view. When she tells him "things
are rough all over," Ponyboy starts realizing that Socs have problems too, even if they're
different problems. After Johnny's death, Ponyboy reads Johnny's letter telling him to
"stay gold"—to keep his innocence and goodness despite the violence around him. This
transforms Ponyboy from a boy who accepts the gang division to someone who wants to
bridge the gap and help others understand that everyone struggles, regardless of social
class.

The most significant theme is that social divisions are artificial and harmful. The Greasers
and Socs hate each other simply because of money and appearance. Greasers have long,



greasy hair and wear jeans; Socs have short hair and wear madras shirts. These superfic-
ial differences lead to real violence and death. When Ponyboy watches the sunset and
remembers that Cherry watches the same sunset, he realizes they share more than what
divides them. Hinton uses this moment to show that underneath the labels, everyone
experiences the same emotions, sees the same beauty, and faces similar challenges. The
gang war is pointless because it's based on external factors that don't reflect who people
really are inside.

Another important theme examines the cost of violence. Johnny's death and Dally's
subsequent suicide show how violence destroys lives on both sides of the conflict. Johnny
dies a hero after saving children, but he still dies because of gang violence. Dally cannot
handle losing Johnny and deliberately gets himself killed by police. Even Bob, the Soc
who died, had people who loved him and mourned him. Hinton doesn't glorify the
fighting—she shows its tragic consequences. Violence.may seem exciting or necessary in
the moment, but it leaves lasting damage and grief.

The novel's title itself supports these themes. The "outsiders" aren't just the Greasers
looking in at Soc privilege—everyone is an outsider to someone else. The Socs feel like
outsiders to genuine emotion becausethey hide behind their wealth. The Greasers are
outsiders to opportunity and respect. By the end, Ponyboy understands that the real
division isn't between Greasers and Socs but between those who see others' humanity and
those who don't.

The Outsiders remains relevant because social divisions still exist. Whether based on
wealth, race, religion, or other factors, people continue building walls between groups.
Hinton's message—that understanding and empathy can break down these barriers-
—matters as much today as it did in 1967.

What Works:

v Clear thesis about stereotypes hiding humanity

v Efficient plot summary (one paragraph)

v Detailed character development analysis

v Two themes explored with specific examples

v Textual evidence integrated (sunset scene, "stay gold")
v Contemporary relevance discussed

v 612 words (solid grade 6-7 length)



SAMPLE #2: Grade 7 (724 words)

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen

How would you survive alone in the wilderness with nothing but a hatchet? In Gary
Paulsen's novel Hatchet, published in 1987, thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson must learn
to survive in the Canadian wilderness after a plane crash. Through Brian's physical

and emotional transformation, Paulsen demonstrates that true survival requires mental
strength, adaptability, and accepting reality rather than dwelling on circumstances you
cannot change.

Brian is flying in a small plane to visit his father in Canadawhen the pilot has a heart
attack and dies. Brian manages to crash-land the plane in a lake, surviving with only

the clothes on his back and a hatchet his mother gave him before the trip. He spends
fifty-four days alone in the wilderness, learning to make fire, build shelter, find food, and
protect himself from animals. Throughout this time, Brian struggles with "The Secret"—-
knowledge that his mother is having an affair, which caused his parents' recent divorce.
A tornado destroys his shelter, forcing him to rebuild and pushing him to retrieve the
survival pack from the sunken plane. When he's.finally rescued, Brian has become a
different person—stronger, more mature, and more accepting of life's difficulties.

Brian's character transformation is the novel's core. At the beginning, Brian is a typical
suburban kid who feels sorry for himself. He obsesses over his parents' divorce and his
mother's betrayal. He panics easily and makes poor decisions, like throwing sand at a
skunk that then sprays him. He depends on hope of quick rescue rather than accepting
his situation. However, as days pass, Brian evolves. He learns patience through failed
attempts at making fire. He learns observation by watching animals to find food. He
learns courage by facing a moose attack and a tornado. Most importantly, he learns to
focus on problems he can solve rather than dwelling on things he cannot change. After
the tornado destroys everything, Brian doesn't give up—he rebuilds and pushes himself
further than before. By the rescue, Brian has developed genuine confidence based on
proven capabilities, not false hope.

The primary theme explores self-reliance and personal growth through adversity. Brian
enters the wilderness as a child who relies on others and modern conveniences. He must
learn everything from scratch—how to create fire, catch fish, and build shelter. Each small
success builds his confidence. When he finally makes fire, it's a turning point: "He had
done it. He had made fire" (Paulsen 92). This moment represents more than warmth and
cooked food; it symbolizes Brian taking control of his survival. Paulsen shows that real
growth comes from facing challenges alone and discovering your own strength. Brian



couldn't have learned these lessons in his comfortable suburban life. The wilderness
strips away everything familiar, forcing him to develop capabilities he didn't know he
possessed.

The second major theme examines acceptance and moving forward. Brian constantly
struggles with "The Secret" about his mother's affair. Initially, this mental burden weighs
as heavily as his physical survival challenges. He replays the scene of seeing his mother
with another man, torturing himself with anger and betrayal. However, survival demands
his full attention. He cannot catch fish while dwelling on his mother's'choices. He
cannot build shelter while consumed by anger at his situation. Gradually, Brian learns
to compartmentalize—to set aside emotional pain and focus on immediate needs. The
phrase "self-pity doesn't work" becomes his mantra. When the rescue pilot arrives, Brian
has achieved a form of peace. He hasn't forgotten or forgiven, but he's learned to accept
what he cannot change and focus energy on what he can control. This emotional maturity
is as significant as his physical survival skills.

Paulsen also uses the hatchet as a symbol throughout the novel. Initially just a gift from
his mother (representing the family that no longer exists), the hatchet becomes Brian's
most valuable tool and his connection to suryvival. When he loses it in the lake, he risks his
life to retrieve it because it represents hisability.to survive. The hatchet is both practical
tool and psychological anchor—proof that he has what he needs to make it through each
day.

Hatchet resonates with readers because it explores universal questions about resilience,
independence, and overcoming adversity. While most people won't survive alone in the
wilderness, everyone faces situations that seem overwhelming. Brian's journey shows
that humans are more capable than they realize and that survival—whether physical or
emotional—requires accepting reality and taking action rather than waiting for rescue.

What Works:

v Sophisticated thesis about mental strength and adaptation
v Complete plot with specific details (54 days, tornado, etc.)
v Deep character analysis showing transformation

v Two well-developed themes with textual evidence

v Symbol analysis (hatchet meaning)

v Quote integration with page numbers

v Universal relevance explained

v 724 words (advanced grade 7-8 level)



SAMPLE #3: Grade 8 (798 words)

The Giver by Lois Lowry

What would you sacrifice for a life without pain, war, or suffering? In Lois Lowry's
dystopian novel The Giver, published in 1993, the community has eliminated conflict and
hardship by removing choice, emotion, and memory of the past. Through twelve-year-old
Jonas's awakening as the new Receiver of Memory, Lowry argues that humanity's capacity
for genuine emotion, individual choice, and meaningful experience matters more than
safety and sameness, even when freedom brings pain and-uncertainty.

The novel takes place in a futuristic society where every aspect of life is controlled.
Citizens don't choose their spouses, careers, or number of children. The community

has eliminated color, weather variation, musie; and strong emotions. People use precise
language, apologize for "imprecise speech," and take daily pills to suppress "stirrings"
(sexual feelings). When Jonas receives his Assignment as the next Receiver of Memory, he
begins training with an old man called The Giver, who transfers memories of humanity's
past to him. Jonas experiences memories of color, sunshine, snow, love, war, starvati-
on, and pain. As he gains these memories, Jonas realizes his "perfect" community has
sacrificed what makes life meaningful for the illusion of safety. When he discovers that
"release" means killing people—including babies and the elderly—Jonas escapes with an
infant named Gabriel to return memories to the community and save Gabriel's life.

Jonas's transformation drives the narrative's power. At the novel's beginning, Jonas is

an obedient citizen who accepts his community's rules without question. He uses the
community's language patterns, like saying "I apologize for my lack of precision" when
he accidentally uses the word "frightened" instead of "apprehensive." He trusts the
Elders'wisdom and believes in the community's principles. However, receiving memories
radically changes his perspective. His first memory of sunshine and sleigh-riding delights
him, awakening hunger for experiences his community has eliminated. More signific-
antly, the memory of love transforms his understanding of relationships. When he asks
his parents if they love him, they lecture him about "imprecise language" and explain
they "enjoy" him and feel "pride" in his accomplishments. Jonas realizes his family

lacks genuine emotional bonds—they're assigned units, not true families. This revelation
devastates him because he now understands what the community has lost. By the novel's
end, Jonas has evolved from unquestioning acceptance to active rebellion, choosing
uncertainty and danger over comfortable ignorance.



The central theme examines the cost of eliminating pain and choice. The community
chose "Sameness" to prevent jealousy, inequality, and conflict. By eliminating color, they
prevent aesthetic preferences that might cause disagreement. By controlling language,
they prevent misunderstandings. By suppressing emotions, they prevent heartbreak and
rage. However, Lowry reveals this trade-off as catastrophic. Without pain, people cannot
truly experience joy—they need contrast to feel anything deeply. Without choice, people
aren't living; they're simply existing according to predetermined scripts. When Jonas asks
The Giver why the community gave up colors, The Giver explains they chose Sameness to
make life more manageable and predictable. But Jonas sees that predictability has cost
them their humanity. The memory of a family celebrating Christmas shows Jonas what
his community lost—genuine connection, excitement, and love that comes from choosing
to be together rather than being assigned. His decision to flee proves he values freedom
and authentic experience more than the comfort of controlled existence.

The novel also explores the danger of ignorance as social.control. The community's
citizens don't question their system because they lack knowledge of alternatives. They
accept "release" as normal because they don't know:it means death. Jonas's mother works
in the Department of Law, punishing rule-breakers, but she cannot truly understand
justice because she's never experienced genuine injustice or moral complexity. The
Elders maintain power by controlling information and memory. Only the Receiver holds
humanity's complete history, bearing the burden of knowledge alone so others can live
in blissful ignorance. Lowry suggests that this system is both efficient and evil—efficient
because people don't rebel against what they don't know, evil because it denies them the
information necessary for ethical decision-making. Jonas's education through memory
gives him meoral clarity to recognize his society's fundamental wrongness, particularly
the horrific practice of killing the vulnerable.

The ambiguous ending reinforces Lowry's themes. Jonas sees lights and hears music,
which some interpret as reaching a real community where people live freely, while others
interpret as jonas and Gabriel dying in the snow—a heaven-like vision. This ambiguity
is deliberate. Lowry refuses to guarantee that choosing freedom over security leads to
happy endings. Jonas chose the unknown over the predictable, and readers must decide
whether that choice saved him or killed him. Either way, his choice itself represents
human dignity—the ability to reject safety in pursuit of meaning, even when the outcome
1s uncertain.



The Giver remains urgently relevant as modern society continually debates how
much freedom to sacrifice for security. Like Jonas's community, contemporary culture
often prioritizes safety, comfort, and avoiding offense over authentic experience and
uncomfortable truths. Lowry's novel warns that the cost of perfect safety is the loss of
everything that makes us truly human.

What Works:

v Complex thesis about freedom vs. safety

v Sophisticated plot summary highlighting key concepts

v Detailed character transformation with specific examples
v Two major themes deeply analyzed

v Ambiguous ending interpretation

v Literary techniques discussed (symbolism, ambiguity)

v Contemporary relevance explored

v Advanced vocabulary and sentence structure

v 798 words (challenging grade 8 level)

GRADE PROGRESSION GUIDE

Notice the development:

Element Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8

Word Count , 612 724 798

Plot Complexity I—Clear narrative Transformation Thematic focus

focus
Character Analysis = Development Deep transfor- Psychological
shown mation depth

Themes 2 clear themes 2 themes + symbol = 2 themes +
techniques

Evidence Examples cited Quotes with pages = Literary analysis

Language Clear, direct More sophisticated = Advanced
vocabulary

Analysis Depth



Solid interpretation = Deeper connecti- Critical thinking
ons
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