
ANNOTATED SAMPLES BUNDLE
Expert Commentary Showing What Works

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE
Each annotation explains WHY specific techniques work:

� BLUE = Structure decisions
� GREEN = Evidence & analysis
� YELLOW = Writing techniques
� RED = Common mistakes avoided

ELEMENTARY EXAMPLE: Charlotte's Web (Grade 
3-5)

Opening Paragraph

Have you ever had a friend who would do anything for you? In the book Charlotte's Web 
by E.B. White, a spider named Charlotte saves her friend Wilbur the pig from being 
killed. This book teaches us that real friends help each other even when it's hard.

� WHAT WORKS:

• Question hook engages young readers immediately

• Simple thesis states one clear main idea

• Accessible language matches grade level

• Under 50 words keeps intro brief for elementary

� AVOIDS:

• Complex vocabulary that confuses



• Multiple themes (too advanced)

• Long-winded background info

Plot Summary

The story starts when Wilbur is born as a runt pig. A girl named Fern saves him from 
being killed and raises him like a pet. When Wilbur grows bigger, he has to move to a 
barn. He feels lonely until he meets Charlotte, a gray spider who lives in the barn. They 
become best friends.

� STRUCTURE:

• Beginning section only = 60 words (keeps moving)

• Main characters introduced clearly

• Problem stated (loneliness)

• No excessive detail about minor events

� AVOIDS:

• Retelling every single event

• Getting stuck in beginning

• Forgetting to move to middle/end

Character Analysis

The main character is Wilbur. At the beginning, Wilbur is scared and lonely. By the 
end, he is brave and caring. He learns how to be a good friend like Charlotte was to 
him.



� ANALYSIS LEVEL:

• Simple before/after comparison works for grade 3-5

• Two traits each (scared/lonely → brave/caring)

• Growth mentioned without overcomplication

• 60 words total appropriate for elementary

� AVOIDS:

• Deep psychological analysis (too advanced)

• Multiple character arcs (stays focused)

• Academic terminology

MIDDLE SCHOOL EXAMPLE: The Outsiders (Grade 
6-8)

Thesis Statement

Through Ponyboy Curtis's experiences with violence, loss, and unexpected friendship, 
Hinton argues that superficial labels hide our shared humanity and that real understa-
nding requires looking beyond stereotypes.

� WHAT WORKS:

• Names specific character (Ponyboy)

• Lists three experiences (violence, loss, friendship)

• States author's argument (not just plot)

• Contains "argues that" phrase (analysis signal)

• 40 words = detailed but not overwhelming



� STRUCTURE TIP:
This thesis format works grades 6-12:
"Through �character's� experience with �X, Y, Z�, �author� argues that �main message�."

Evidence Integration

When she tells him "things are rough all over," Ponyboy starts realizing that Socs have 
problems too, even if they're different problems.

� EVIDENCE TECHNIQUE:

• Quote embedded in sentence naturally

• No page number (acceptable for middle school)

• Analysis immediately follows quote

• "Starts realizing" shows character change

Compare to weak version:
� "Cherry says things are rough all over."
(No quote, no analysis, just summary)

Theme Development

The Greasers and Socs hate each other simply because of money and appearance. 
Greasers have long, greasy hair and wear jeans; Socs have short hair and wear madras 
shirts. These superficial differences lead to real violence and death.

� ANALYSIS PATTERN:

1. State problem (hatred based on appearance)

2. Give specific details (hair, clothes)

3. Explain consequences (violence, death)



4. Connect to thesis (superficial vs. real)

� AVOIDS:

• Vague statements ("They're different")

• No specific examples

• Stopping at description (no "so what?")

HIGH SCHOOL EXAMPLE: 1984 (Grade 9-12)

Advanced Thesis

Through Winston Smith's failed rebellion against the Party and his eventual psycholo-
gical destruction, Orwell argues that totalitarian power achieves ultimate victory not 
through physical coercion but through controlling language, memory, and reality 
itself, thereby eliminating the possibility of independent thought or resistance.

� WHAT WORKS:

• Complex claim with subordinate clauses

• "Not X but Y" structure shows sophistication

• Three elements (language, memory, reality)

• Consequence stated ("thereby eliminating...")

• 58 words appropriate for grades 10-12

� ADVANCED THESIS FORMULA:
"Through �character's� �outcome�, �author� argues that �system/force� achieves �goal� not 
through �obvious method� but through �subtle method�, thereby �larger consequence�."



Concept Analysis

Newspeak, the Party's invented language, systematically eliminates words that express 
rebellious concepts. Without words for "freedom" or "rebellion," how can people even 
conceive of resisting? This goes beyond censorship—the Party isn't just preventing 
dangerous ideas from spreading but eliminating the linguistic tools to formulate such 
ideas.

� SOPHISTICATED TECHNIQUE:

• Define concept (Newspeak)

• Explain mechanism (eliminates words)

• Pose rhetorical question (engages reader)

• Distinguish from simpler concept (censorship)

• Show deeper meaning (eliminating tools)

� LANGUAGE LEVEL:

• "Systematically" = advanced vocabulary

• "Conceive of" = precise phrasing

• "Linguistic tools" = academic terminology

• 100 words for one concept = appropriate depth

Literary Technique Analysis

Orwell structures the novel to contrast two dystopias: the World State's comfortable 
conformity versus the Reservation's squalid freedom. �...� By making both societies 
unappealing, Huxley forces readers to consider which dystopia they'd choose and 
whether any middle ground exists.



� STRUCTURE ANALYSIS:

• Identifies author's craft (structural contrast)

• Names specific technique ( juxtaposition)

• Explains effect on reader ("forces readers to consider")

• Discusses purpose (eliminating easy answers)

� GOES BEYOND CONTENT:
Not just WHAT happens, but HOW author creates meaning through form.

UNIVERSAL ANNOTATION LESSONS

� STRONG INTRODUCTION PATTERN

Elementary:
Question → Book details → Simple thesis (3 sentences, 40-50 words)

Middle School:
Context → Book details → Thesis with "argues that" (4-5 sentences, 60-80 words)

High School:
Hook → Contextualized summary → Complex thesis (5-6 sentences, 80-100 words)

� PLOT SUMMARY LENGTH RATIO

Grade Level Summary % Summary Words (500-word 
report)

Elementary 30-35% 150-175 words

Middle School 20-25% 100-125 words

High School 15-20% 75-100 words

KEY RULE: As grade increases, summary shrinks, analysis grows.



� EVIDENCE-TO-EXPLANATION RATIO

Elementary (1:1 ratio):

• Evidence: 1 sentence

• Explanation: 1 sentence

Middle School (1:2 ratio):

• Evidence: 1 sentence

• Explanation: 2-3 sentences

High School (1:3 ratio):

• Evidence: 1-2 sentences

• Explanation: 4-6 sentences

� PARAGRAPH LENGTH GUIDE

Elementary: 3-5 sentences (50-80 words)
Middle School: 5-8 sentences (100-150 words)
High School: 8-12 sentences (150-250 words)

� TRANSITION QUALITY

Weak (Elementary acceptable):
"Next, Charlotte saves Wilbur."

Medium (Middle School):
"After the web writing begins, Wilbur's situation improves."



Strong (High School):
"This moment of crisis catalyzes Charlotte's plan, revealing how genuine friendship 
manifests through action rather than sentiment."

COMMON MISTAKES ANNOTATED

� MISTAKE #1: Plot Dump Introduction

WRONG:

Charlotte's Web is about a pig named Wilbur who lives on a farm. His owner wants to 
kill him. A spider named Charlotte becomes his friend. She writes words in her web. 
People come to see Wilbur. Charlotte dies at the end.

� WHY IT FAILS:

• No hook

• All plot, zero analysis

• No thesis

• Boring chronological retelling

� FIXED:

Have you ever had a friend who would sacrifice everything for you? �Hook� In Charlott-
e's Web by E.B. White, a spider named Charlotte saves her friend Wilbur from death. 
�Context� This book teaches us that true friendship means acting selflessly even when 
it costs you everything. �Thesis�

� MISTAKE #2: Evidence Without Analysis

WRONG:



Charlotte says "After all, what's a life, anyway? We're born, we live a little while, we die" 
(164).

� WHY IT FAILS:

• Quote dropped with no explanation

• Reader must guess significance

• No connection to thesis

� FIXED:

Charlotte accepts her mortality to save Wilbur: "After all, what's a life, anyway? We're 
born, we live a little while, we die" (164). �Evidence� This philosophical acceptance 
reveals Charlotte's selfless nature—she values Wilbur's life above her own, demonstr-
ating that real friendship prioritizes another's wellbeing over self-preservation. 
�Analysis� This sacrifice supports the thesis that White defines friendship through 
action, not sentiment. �Link to thesis�

� MISTAKE #3: Vague Theme Statement

WRONG:

The theme of this book is friendship.

� WHY IT FAILS:

• Too general (every book has friendship)

• No specific claim

• No evidence

• No analysis

� FIXED:



The central theme examines how true friendship requires personal sacrifice. Charlotte 
doesn't just feel affection for Wilbur—she expends her life energy weaving words in her 
web to save him, knowing this effort will kill her. White suggests that friendship's depth 
is measured not by longevity but by willingness to sacrifice for another's benefit.

� MISTAKE #4: Personal Opinion as Analysis

WRONG:

I really liked this book because it made me sad when Charlotte died. I think everyone 
should read it because it's really good.

� WHY IT FAILS:

• "I liked" isn't analysis

• Emotional reaction ≠ interpretation

• No textual evidence

• No thesis support

� FIXED:

Charlotte's death creates emotional impact while reinforcing White's message about 
friendship's lasting influence. Though Charlotte dies, her children continue the 
friendship with Wilbur, and Wilbur never forgets her sacrifice. This structure 
demonstrates that meaningful relationships transcend individual mortality.

QUICK REFERENCE: ANNOTATION SYMBOLS
� STRUCTURE = Organization decisions
� ANALYSIS = Evidence + explanation
� LANGUAGE = Word choice + style
� MISTAKES = What to avoid



Use these symbols to annotate your own draft:

• Mark each paragraph by type

• Check balance (should be mostly �)

• Identify � mistakes

• Improve � language sophistication

SELF-ANNOTATION CHECKLIST
Print your draft and mark:

Introduction:
� Hook present (�)
� Thesis clear (�)
� Under required length (�)

Each Body Paragraph:
� Topic sentence (�)
� Evidence included (�)
� Analysis 2-3x longer than evidence (�)
� Links to thesis (�)

Throughout:
� No plot dumps (� avoided)
� No unsupported claims (� avoided)
� Transitions smooth (�)
� Vocabulary appropriate (�)
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